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We represent over 540 corporate members in 
the wind, wave and tidal energy sectors. Our mission 
is to champion the deployment, generation, and use of 
renewable power. 

This manifesto is our contribution to the debate 
about the future role of renewables in the energy market 
and the wider economy. It sets out an ambitious policy 
agenda to deliver a renewables revolution, so that within 
ten years one third of the UK’s power supply will be 
generated by clean renewable energy.

The next UK government will direct the 
transformation of the British economy to sustainability. 
This will include preparation for the complete 
decarbonisation of the power sector by 2050, if not earlier. 
The production at scale of wind, wave and tidal energy 
will deliver the largest single contribution to this goal, and 
can help create signifi cant numbers of new manufacturing 
and service jobs in the low carbon economy.

In addition, by developing new low carbon retail 
investment opportunities, and by enhancing the ability of 
individual action through the roll out of small scale feed-
in tariffs, the next UK government can ensure that our 
transition to a low carbon economy will derive the widest 
possible public benefi t.

We look forward to working with ministers, 
parliamentarians and offi cials over the next fi ve years to 
ensure that we reap the benefi ts of our fantastic natural 
resources and secure Britain’s sustainable future for all.

Adam Bruce Maria McCaffery MBE
Chairman Chief Executive
RenewableUK RenewableUK

RenewableUK is the new 
name for the British Wind 
Energy Association, the largest 
renewable energy business 
association in Britain.
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This transformation will create jobs, enhance national security and deliver long-term economic growth through 
low carbon innovation. To fulfi l international obligations, and domestic energy and climate change commitments, 
the next Government will oversee the deployment at scale of signifi cant amounts of renewable energy generation. 

To better enable this deployment, there is a series of public policy objectives that must be delivered. Above 
all else the UK needs strong political leadership and commitment to deliver its renewables targets:

 Public Policy objective  Policy action required

Delivery of new jobs and investment  by 
enabling low carbon manufacturing and service 
sector development

The Government must take a pro-active lead in 
identifying and selecting the lead candidate regions 
and ports to become manufacturing and research 
clusters for offshore wind and other marine renewables.

Delivery  of widespread public participation 
in the low carbon economy

The Government must enable popular take-up of 
small scale renewable energy through a realistic feed-in 
tariff, and by enhancing individual opportunities to 
invest in low carbon initiatives through new “Green” 
retail investment schemes.

Delivery of renewable electricity generation 
at scale in diffi cult economic conditions

In the absence of a realistic carbon price, the 
Government must continue to provide investment 
certainty by maintaining the Renewable Obligation (RO) 
mechanism.

Delivery of renewable electricity generation 
at scale at a local level

The Government must retain regional planning 
structures, or ensure that any reform enables national 
energy priorities to be delivered promptly at a local level.

Delivery of renewable electricity generation 
at scale to benefi t the consumer

Ofgem’s remit should be reformed to make 
its primary duty the facilitation of the Government’s 
energy policy objectives, including tackling climate 
change, at least cost to the consumer.

Delivery of renewable electricity generation at 
scale while safeguarding civil and military aviation

Government should establish a central funding 
mechanism for upgrading national radar assets to 
better enable the deployment of new wind energy 
generation without compromising air safety.

The UK faces a one-off 
transformation to sustainability. 

RenewableUK 
Manifesto

RenewableUK / Manifesto 2010 5



From onshore and offshore wind, to wave and 
tidal power, to small wind systems, renewable electricity 
is well placed to play its role in reaching our 2020 
commitments and building a low-carbon economy.

With the right policy framework we can deliver 
the 2020 targets, build a world-class renewables 
manufacturing industry, fi ll the energy gap, and 
tackle climate change. However, if we fail to meet 
these challenges over the next decade there could be 
devastating consequences.

In the 1990s Britain missed out on creating a 
domestic industrial base for onshore wind. Our lack of 
support for innovation, our restrictive planning system 
and our weak fi nancial support stifl ed the market and led 
manufacturers to base their factories on the continent. 
Today, as a result, Denmark has over 20,000 people 
working in the wind industry, Spain over 30,000 and 
Germany over 80,000, while here in the UK we have 
just 6,000. History could repeat itself if we fail to take 
advantage of the Round 3 offshore wind leases and miss 
the opportunity yet again to develop a UK industry which 
would provide 60,000 to 70,000 jobs.

With a third of Britain’s existing power stations 
due to be permanently retired over the next decade there 
is a pressing need for a new generation of power. Without 
large-scale wind the replacements will be fossil-fuel 
based; unless we build more renewables, by 2020 up to 
80 per cent of our electricity will come from gas and 80 
per cent of that will be imported from a world market 
dominated by countries such as Russia, Iran and Algeria. 
Keeping the lights on – and keeping prices affordable – is 
dependent on developing our domestic supply of clean 
green energy.

The consequences of missing this opportunity 
would be bad enough for our economy and our energy 
supply, but they could be far worse for the long-term 
future of the environment. Unless industrialised countries 
like Britain cut greenhouse gas emissions, global 
warming will continue. We have little over a decade 
to avoid the tipping point and prevent an increase in 
global temperatures of more than 2 per cent. Once we 
reach that point it will be too late to stop a chain reaction 
of environmental disasters which will fundamentally 
change the planet’s climate. Changing the way we use 
and produce our energy is a vital step to preventing global 
warming, and that means making the green switch to 
renewables.

The UK has the advantage of rich wind and 
marine resources, and we also have a history of 
innovation and manufacturing which could allow 
us to harness them. What we need now is the policy 
framework to foster that change. This manifesto has 
set out the steps we believe are now needed and the six 
key policies (see page 5) which, more than any other, 
we believe are vital to ensuring that the UK fulfi ls its 
potential and answers the Renewables Challenge.

As we have seen Britain has the 
chance to build a world-class 
renewables industry.

Conclusion: The 
Opportunities
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RenewableUK
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Francis Street
London SW1P 1DH
Tel: +44 (0)20 7901 3000
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Web: www.renewable-uk.com

RenewableUK was 
formerly named BWEA
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